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West – Southwest Combined Regional Advisory Board 

Meeting Minutes

February 18, 2005

In attendance:  Southwest - Edie Bobko, Toby Jordan, Kathy Kenley, Kay Ogle, Sheila Rice, Beverly Rowland, Howard Spencer, Lisa Topshee, Lance Turner.  West – Helen Ruth Burch, Melissa Gilmore, Ginny Hardin, Marie Webb.  

VTSF Staff:  Jenny Martin 

The meeting began at 9:00am and introductions were made.  Minutes from the previous meetings were reviewed and approved.  

VTSF Update – Jenny provided the following information: 

· Ydouthink.com youth website has been updated and several positive changes have been made, including speed of downloads, new games, etc.  

· Y Street Team also has some new components, including utilization of older teens through Y Street trainings.  VTSF plans to train about 250 teens to assist with public appearances of the mini-cooper Rantmobile and street team.  Although no training date or location has been set for the upcoming Y Street training, preliminary plans indicate that the training would likely be held in Roanoke.  Ginny Hardin suggested that the Y Street training could be advertised at the upcoming (June 5) RAYSAC event.  Several members of the SWRAB expressed concerns about the lack of SW representation on the Y Street Team, and requested a Y Street training specifically for SW VA that focuses on ways to utilize the Y Street Team in rural areas.  Although the budget allows for only one training event, Toby Jordan requested that VTSF staff consider having two separate trainings when creating the budget in the future.  Per Lisa Topshee, there are many kids interested in becoming involved, but two problems must be overcome: notice of the event needs to be much greater than with previous events, and the content of the training must focus on rural needs and planning (targeting malls simply will not be effective in SW, given the very low number of such). 

· Recent VA Youth Tobacco Survey results were discussed with the group.  Copies of middle school and high school results were distributed.    

Grantee Summaries - West and Southwest then broke into their respective groups and reviewed information that was sent by grantees who did not present at the board meetings.  

SW grantees that sent information were: Bristol Youth Services, Cumberland Mountain Community Services, NRV Community Services, and SWVMHI (will not be reapplying).  Howard Spencer had a display from the Giles County Partnerships for Excellence.  Most other grantees presented at the regular board meetings; however, updates were not received from Washington County Schools, Wise County Schools (will not reapply, as the school system is absorbing the cost of their LST program) Girls on the Run of SWVA, Inc. and Lonesome Pine Office on Youth.  Jenny will email summaries of all grantee site visits to the board members.  

No new information was sent from West region grantees but copies of information from the last meeting’s grantee presenters were shared.  In FY 04-05, the board did not hear from Danville-Pittsylvania Community Services, Henry County Schools, STEP Inc., Mount Sinai Church, Piney Grove Missionary Baptist Church (will not reapply).  

Renewal Applications - The Renewal Application process and timelines were discussed.  Reviews must occur between April 25 and May 13.  The meeting date to review applications for continuation grants was set for the SW RAB which will meet on Tuesday, April 26 from 10-3 at the Higher Education Center in Abingdon.  The West RAB meeting date will be set after all board members are contacted.  

The meeting was adjourned at 10:15a.m.  

Kathy Kenley

Secretary, SWRAB

