Minutes
Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation

North Regional Advisory Board

October 30, 2007 from 1:00pm to 3:00pm
Sully Governmental Center
Handouts:

· Summary of Grantees for 07-08
· Prevention Connections brochure and call for nominations
· Board Directory
· Handout on Marlboro Snus

Attendees:
Lisa Brown (VTSF), Sharmila Nair, MD, Judith Romberg, Chris Scales, Laura Yager, Deborah Warren, Jamie MacDonald, Cathy Turner, Judy McKiernan
1) Grantee Presentation

Christine Weaver from Loudoun County Mental Health spoke on their VTSF-funded prevention program in Loudoun County.  The organization was funded for a three-year grant to implement the Life Skills Training program in an after-school setting at an apartment complexes and schools in Loudoun County.  

2) VTSF Updates
Jamie MacDonald discussed the annual grantee conference which was held Sept. 26 and 27 in Newport News.  Jamie was an attendee.  Jamie stated he learned some new things especially in a session on “harm reduction”.  This led into a discussion by Lisa Brown of some new, emerging tobacco products such as Marlboro Snus and Camel Snus.  
3) Prevention Connections
Lisa Brown discussed PC and their focus on the 18 to 24 age population.  Lisa announced the $100,000 grant PC just received to test a new YTS (Youth Tobacco Survey) instrument.  Lisa announced there are vacancies on the PC board.  Lisa announced the fundraising event (Poker Tournament) on April 26th in Richmond.  The board voiced disapproval for the gambling aspect of the fundraiser as gambling is tied to other addictions.

4) Y Campaign News

The Y campaign website won an award for Best in Show for creativity by a national organization.  Lisa discussed the All Access Parties.  Board members wanted to know if one would be held in the North Region.  Lisa discussed veeay.com the social networking site which has over 1,500 registered members.  
5) VTSF North Region Blog

All VTSF regions have started their own blogs.  The North Region Blog will be updated weekly on Tuesdays.  The blog contains a news feed with tobacco articles from around the country.  The blog is www.vtsfnorth.blogspot.com.   Check it out!  Message boards will be the next step.  
6) Board of Trustees 

The next Board meeting is December 4, 2007 in Richmond.  No report at this point
     7)  Grantee Updated
Lisa discussed the current grant recipients and announced that one grantee (Parkside Elementary School) cancelled their contract due to loss of school support.  Lisa reported that all other 14 grantees are doing well.  
8) RFP in January 2008 

Lisa announced that planning is underway for the one-year program RFP for release in January 2008.  This will have a statewide review component.  We will need four people from the board to review the proposals (March 2008) and attend a review meeting (April 28).  Cathy Turner will contact Donna Gassie to provide feedback on the last statewide review panel/team.  
9) Remaining money from 06-07
VTSF is working on possibly distributing the remaining funds sometime soon.  The board suggestion VTSF fund summer programs (10-week minimum) or award now for implementation beginning in the Fall 08.  

10) Misc.

VTSF is creating a 7-8 minute promotional DVD.  Two grantees in the North Region will be highlighted (Alexandria CSB and Fairfax County Community and Recreation Services).  Filming will take place on November 14th.  
Next meeting

February 2008
