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West Regional Advisory Board Meeting Minutes

January 6, 2005

In attendance:  Board Members: Helen Ruth Burch, Melissa Gilmore, Dr. Lucien Grove, Ginny Hardin, Jennifer Smith.  Board of Trustees Liaison:  Rickie Fulcher

Grantee Presenters:  Total Action Against Poverty – Corelli Rasheed, Danielle Swanson, Blake Keller. Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare – Susan Reives-Austin. Roanoke County Schools – Jo Ann Burkholder, Kendra Smith, Toni Kiser.  Boys and Girls Club of Roanoke Valley – Emily Bullen, Ashley Hitchcock.  

VTSF Staff:  Jenny Martin 

The meeting began at 12:00pm with a welcome from Board Chair, Jennifer Smith, and introductions were made.

Grantee Presentations – Representatives from Total Action Against Poverty reviewed the progress of their programs in the city of Roanoke.  Their Get Real About Tobacco program is currently reaching youth at the Roanoke County Career Center and in January at William Ruffner Middle School.  The Intervening with Teen Tobacco Users program is being implemented at Youth Haven and Sanctuary youth facilities as well as through Roanoke City Parole and Probation.  Blue Ridge Behavioral Healthcare discussed their Families in Action program in Roanoke and Botetourt.  This program has reached 115 youth and 11 parents to date.  Roanoke County Schools highlighted their Life Skills Training program that is being implemented with all 4th and 5th graders.  Boys and Girls Club reviewed their Project Charlie program, which has reached approximately 100 youth through their after-school programs and that of their community partners, Presbyterian Community Youth Program, St. Johns Community Youth Program and the West End Center.   

VTSF Update – Rickie Fulcher provided an update from the Board of Trustees.  The statewide “Ydouthink?” campaign has maintained a high awareness level and the Mini Cooper Rantmobile continues to be popular with youth.  The Mini has made over 400 visits to 50,000 youth. The new Y St. youth team greatly assists the street marketing efforts by suggesting places and events where youth can be reached.  The Foundation’s research and enforcement initiatives are also moving along well.  The Board of Trustees voted on a grant renewal process for the current program grants.  The renewal application information will be released on January 31 and the Foundation will have approximately $4.2 million in grant funds available for renewals.  Jenny discussed the RAB recognition and training event to be held in Charlottesville, February 17-18.  All board members are encouraged to attend.  

Next Meeting – The next local meeting date will be set at the February meeting in Charlottesville.  The meeting adjourned at 1:30p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Helen Ruth Burch, Secretary.

