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West Regional Advisory Board Meeting

September 9, 2005

Opening

The meeting was called to order by chairperson Jennifer Smith at 12:05 p.m.  The following were present: West RAB Members- Abby Bartley, Helen Ruth Burch, LaVern Davis, Ginny Hardin, Mark Hurley, Kathy Putnam, Jennifer Smith, Jennifer Unroe, Marie Webb; VTSF Staff - Jenny Martin; Grantee Presenters- Greg Capel, Rev. J.C. Richardson Jr., Patrice Newnam, Rita Shively, Pat Blair.  VTSF Board of Trustees Liaison – Rickie Fulcher. 
A. Welcome and Introduction 

Board Chair Jennifer Smith welcomed the group and introductions were made. 

B. Old Business

Two grantees made presentations regarding their programs. 
· Henry County Schools (Rita Shively, Pat Blair, Patrice Newnam)
· Mount Sinai Church (Rev. J.C. Richardson Jr., Greg Capel) 

C.  New Business

· Rickie provided information from the VTSF Board of Trustees regarding three different budget initiatives:  1.) request to restore the $15 million cut from two years ago, 2.) request to raise the VTSF portion of the MSA funds from 10% to 15% and 3.) request for a portion of the tobacco excise tax revenue to be designated to prevention programs.  Rickie also discussed the grant application that was submitted to the American Legacy Foundation on behalf of Prevention Connections (the 501(c)3 arm of the VTSF) for tobacco use control on college campuses. 
· New board member nominations are being sought.  With the addition of four board members this fall, there are still two openings.  Ginny and Marie both have nominations and will email them to Jenny.  

· VTSF Update by Jenny Martin:

New Executive Director- Sandra Whitley Ryals was appointed in August. 
Upcoming RFP will be released September 8.   This RFP is for a new three-year cycle (July 1, 2006- June 30, 2009).  Submission deadline for proposals is November 8 and RAB members can expect to have them for individual review by November 10.  SW RAB will meet on November 29 to make recommendations for funding.  There will also be a one-year grant (July 2006- June 2007) for underserved population to be announced in January 2006.  

Use of Remaining Funds- will support Prevention Basics I, II, and III trainings this fiscal year ($210k), supplemental tobacco use prevention materials for VTSF staff to loan ($260k) and an additional $280k yet to be determined.  A request was made by Scott Sexton that mini-grants for seed money be considered.  Other ideas/requests should be forwarded to Jenny as soon as possible.   

VA Quitline- Toll-free statewide line will be up and going statewide on September 7, 2005.  Please forward information regarding local cessation programs to Jenny as soon as possible, so Janis Dauer can update the database for the Quitline.
Grantee Conference – Board members are invited to attend the VTSF Grantee Conference in Richmond Oct 12-13.  Conference details can be found at www.vtsf.org.  
Y-Street Training- will be held October 7-8 and October 14-15, locations to be announced. In an effort to keep the campaign vital and appealing to youth, the mini-cooper has been retired.   Stay tuned for new elements of the Y? campaign coming soon.
D. Adjournment

· Meeting adjourned at 1:45 p.m. The next meeting is scheduled for Friday, December 2 from 10a.m. – 2p.m. at the Girl Scouts Skyline Council office in Roanoke.  
Helen Ruth Burch 
West RAB Secretary

