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VFHY Announces $1.2 mil RFP for Childhood Obesity Prevention Grants

Grants will fund Healthy Communities Action Teams to fight obesity on the local level.
RICHMOND, VA–   The Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth (VFHY) has released a new RFP for two-year grants to fund community coalitions to prevent and fight childhood obesity in Virginia localities. 
VFHY’s Healthy Communities Action Teams (HCAT) grants fund local community coalitions across Virginia to fight childhood obesity. Funding and training provided by VFHY through its HCAT grants allow community organizations to implement identified promising practices in childhood-obesity prevention suggested by the national Institute of Medicine (IOM) and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). 
A total of up to $1.2 million is available for these grants across the state.   Competition for grant awards takes place on a statewide basis. Individual grant awards to HCATs cannot exceed a total of $80,000 for the two years of the grant, with no more than $40,000 per year awarded.

For more information about the grant, visit http://www.vfhy.org/funding.asp. 

HCAT grantees implement a variety of CDC-suggested strategies for childhood obesity prevention, including: working with or establishing farmers’ markets to increase community access to fresh produce; increasing physical activity in children enrolled in after-school programs; creating and maintaining community gardens; and establishing safe neighborhood playgrounds. HCAT grantees, which were selected by an independent grants application review panel, will be required to comply with VFHY evaluation and reporting procedures.

Communities currently being served by HCAT grantee programs include: Alexandria, Blacksburg, Carroll County, Charlottesville, Danville, Floyd County, Fredericksburg, Galax, Gate City, Giles County, Hampton Roads, Henry County, Jamestown, Lee County, Martinsville, McLean, New River Valley, Norfolk, Northern Neck, Norton, Petersburg, Pittsylvania County, Prince William County, Rappahannock, Richmond, Roanoke, Scott County, Smyth County, Staunton, Suffolk, Tazewell County, Williamsburg, Wise County and Yorktown.
About the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth:

Established by the Virginia General Assembly in 1999, the Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth is responsible for statewide efforts to prevent and reduce youth tobacco use and childhood obesity. Since the Foundation began its work in 2001, high school smoking in Virginia has been cut by a third and the number of middle school smokers has dropped by more than 65 percent!

The Virginia Foundation for Healthy Youth directly reaches more than 70,000 children each year through classroom-based prevention programs in public schools, after-school programs, community centers, daycares and prevention programs across the Commonwealth. The Foundation’s award-winning “Y do u think” marketing campaign delivers prevention messages to another 575,000 children annually through TV and radio ads and Internet content.


For more information, visit www.vfhy.org. 
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