[image: image1.png]VTSF

VIRGINIA TOBACCO
SETTLEMENT FOUNDATION




PRESS RELEASE

For Immediate Release





Media Contact
March 20, 2007






 Richard Foster

 (804) 225-3947
Kids “Kick Butts” March 28 at Greene Elementary
Fourth graders in VTSF program to write, perform anti-smoking play for school
RICHMOND, VA – Fourth graders at E.S.H. Greene Elementary School will be teaching their school about kicking butts on March 28 and nobody’s getting in trouble for it.

Participants in the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation’s Too Good For Drugs program, the students have written a humorous anti-smoking play that they will perform for their whole school at 1:30 p.m. on March 28 in celebration of the 11th annual Kick Butts Day. 

Local legislators have been invited to the play and Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF) Executive Director Marty Kilgore will be attending the event. Local media outlets are invited and photography and filming are welcome. (Please RSVP to VTSF Public Affairs Coordinator Richard Foster at (804) 225-3947 if you plan to attend.)

“The play focuses on how smoking affects you from head to toe. The kids will say things like, ‘Eww! Your breath stinks!’ or talk about how smoking can give girls a deep voice,” says Brehonda Lewis-Cuff with the Richmond Behavioral Health Authority (RBHA), which offers the Too Good For Drugs program at Greene and various community centers in Richmond through a $195,000, three-year grant from the VTSF.

Kick Butts Day is an annual national celebration of youth tobacco-use prevention efforts and activities sponsored by the Washington, D.C.-based nonprofit Campaign for Tobacco Free Kids. 

The Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation was established by the General Assembly in 1999 to lead a statewide effort to reduce and prevent the use of tobacco products by youth in Virginia. The VTSF is meeting its mission through multifaceted efforts including statewide community programs and education, a youth-targeted marketing and advertising campaign, innovative research, and enforcement of Virginia's tobacco access laws. The VTSF is funded with 10 percent of Virginia's share of the 1998 Master Settlement Agreement (MSA). 

For more information, contact Richard Foster, VTSF public affairs coordinator, at (804) 225-3947, or Brehonda Lewis-Cuff with RBHA at (804) 337-9790.
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