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Rock on! VTSF to air three new TV commercials

RICHMOND — Starting the week of June 26, the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation will begin airing the first of its three new attention-grabbing anti-smoking television commercials aimed at Virginia teens. To view these ads and download high-resolution screen shots for publication, go to http://www.vtsf.org/commercial.asp. Call Richard Foster at (804) 225-3947 to request overnight shipping for DVD, VHS or Beta copies of the ads.
“Belly Dance,” the first of the new trio of TV ads, features two shirtless, overweight teen boys dancing outside Richmond’s abandoned Fulton Gas Works factory to the song “Gotta Reason” by the British indie rock band Hard-Fi, who are on Atlantic Records and have toured with Green Day. Choreography was provided by Lou Barber, noted for choreographing music videos and tours for Grammy-winning R&B singer D’Angelo. The “Belly Dance” ad spotlights scientific research published in 2005 by the American Heart Association that states that teen smokers court an increased risk of getting excess belly fat.

Creative work for all three ads was done by Richmond-based Barber Martin Advertising, with postproduction video work by Park Group, also in Richmond. All three ads were shot in the Richmond area in May 2006, with an overall production budget of about $400,000.

The other two new TV commercials in the campaign are:

· “Frog,” in which a high school student learning to dissect a frog in biology class decides to chug-a-lug a jar of formaldehyde, complete with frog inside. (The ad notes that formaldehyde is an ingredient in cigarettes, asking why someone would willingly ingest it.)

· And “Off to School” in which a teen decides to get even with his mother for smoking inside the car, by leaving a flatulent reminder just as he’s getting out of the car to go to school.

“Frog” was filmed at Varina High School in Henrico County and “Off to School” was filmed at Maggie Walker Governor’s School in Richmond.
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