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Virginia Forum on Youth Tobacco Use: 

Translating Research into Practice
VCU’s Virginia Youth Tobacco Project hosts youth tobacco-control research conference
RICHMOND — Virginia Commonwealth University’s Virginia Youth Tobacco Project (VYTP) will host its second conference examining youth tobacco use and prevention on March 29-30 at Richmond’s Crowne Plaza Hotel.
State Sen. John Watkins and the state Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Marilyn Tavenner, will welcome attendees to The Virginia Forum on Youth Tobacco Use. Keynote speakers at the conference will be Jack E. Henningfield, Ph.D., of Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, and Dr. Sheppard G. Kellam, M.D., of the Washington, D.C.-based American Institutes of Research.

The forum builds on the work of the Tobacco Control Research Consortium of Virginia, a collaborative effort between eight Virginia universities, including VCU and the University of Virginia, to conduct research into youth tobacco-use and prevention issues. The consortium was established by the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF), which has a General Assembly mandate to lead Virginia’s youth tobacco-use prevention efforts by funding education, research and enforcement programs. The VTSF invests $1.7 million annually in consortium research. 

Researchers at the conference, some of whom will travel from as far away as Washington state to attend, will present papers and posters presenting their research findings and will discuss a variety of topics, including the roles of gender, genetics and psychiatric disorders in youth smoking and addiction.
About the Keynote Speakers: 

A researcher of addictive drugs and medical treatments for addiction, Jack E. Henningfield is an adjunct professor of behavioral biology in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences at Johns Hopkins University’s School of Medicine. His research has contributed to the understanding of nicotine as an addictive drug. He serves as an adviser and consultant to various branches of the federal government as well as the World Health Organization (WHO).
A public health psychiatrist, Dr. Sheppard G. Kellam is an innovator in the field of prevention science and has contributed to research into early risk factors among children. Formerly the chair of the Department of Mental Health in the Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health, he is now a professor emeritus at Johns Hopkins. He was also the founding president of the Society for Prevention Research.
About the Virginia Youth Tobacco Project (VYTP):

Located at Virginia Commonwealth University, the Virginia Youth Tobacco Project is a multidisciplinary, multi-university research and evaluation initiative to determine why Virginia youths use tobacco products and how they can become addicted to nicotine. It receives its core funding from the VTSF.

About the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF):

Established in 1999 by the Virginia General Assembly, the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation heads Virginia’s youth tobacco-use prevention efforts. VTSF (which is funded by money paid by the nation’s largest tobacco manufacturers through the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) with state governments including Virginia’s) accomplishes its mission through funding for research, programs and enforcement.
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