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Governor Announces 10-Year Drop in Youth Smoking 
Latest Va. Youth Tobacco Survey Shows Major Decline in Tobacco Use
Richmond, VA – Gov. Timothy M. Kaine and the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF) announced Tuesday that youth smoking rates in Virginia have plummeted to the lowest point in a decade.


Virginia’s percentage of high school smokers is well below the national average, according to the results of VTSF’s 2007 Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey. An estimated 15.5 percent of Virginia high school students are current cigarette smokers, compared to 20 percent nationally.

“We are thrilled that tobacco use among Virginia’s youth continues to be on the decline,” says VTSF Executive Director Marty Kilgore. “The Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey results show that tobacco prevention works, and that Virginia’s kids are choosing healthy lifestyles. However, we must remain ever vigilant in our goal of eliminating underage smoking.”

More than 2,600 public middle school and high school students were surveyed during the 2007-08 school year for this biennial statewide study. Students were asked about topics including tobacco use; accessibility of tobacco products; attitudes toward tobacco use and advertising; and other factors such as secondhand smoke exposure.

“Virginia has shown remarkable progress over the past two years in its efforts to keep kids from smoking – and these new results provide additional evidence that tobacco prevention is a good investment for states,” says William V. Corr, executive director of the Washington, D.C.-based Campaign for Tobacco-Free Kids. “The Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation should be commended for its commitment to reducing the devastating toll of tobacco use – especially among our children – by continually investing in tobacco prevention efforts. We urge Virginia leaders to redouble their commitment to tobacco prevention and work to accelerate the historic gains that have been made.”

The Virginia Youth Tobacco Survey is conducted in cooperation with Virginia Commonwealth University’s Survey and Evaluation Research Laboratory (SERL) and Community Health Research Initiative (CHRI).
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