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Juvenile Offenders Learn to End Nicotine Dependence (END)
Virginia Wilderness Institute receives $7,113 one-year grant for program
GRUNDY — Virginia Wilderness Institute (VWI) was awarded a one-year, $7,113 grant from the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF) in May to bring the End Nicotine Dependence (END) program to male juvenile offenders participating in the VWI residential program. 
VWI aims to have about 60 juveniles participate in END from July 1, 2006 to June 30, 2007. 
National studies have shown that most regular adult smokers begin smoking as adolescents, usually before age 18. The END program will help teen tobacco users learn about factors such as the short- and long-term effects of tobacco use, as well as the social and financial benefits of quitting. Teen tobacco users will learn methods for quitting, as well as stress-management, goal-setting and decision-making techniques.
PUT IN OPTIONAL QUOTE HERE FROM YOURSELF OR SOMEONE ELSE ABOUT THE PROGRAM.
About the Virginia Wilderness Institute:

Remotely located in southwestern Virginia in Grundy, the Virginia Wilderness Institute (VWI) is a 32-bed facility that serves committed juvenile male offenders and is operated by Associated Marine Institute. This highly structured, disciplined, residential program focuses on accountability and competency. Offering a full range of academic and vocational instruction, VWI emphasizes work ethics, education, self-discipline, responsibility, and accountability through participation in a rigorous daily work structure. A community coordinator works with each ward during the ward’s incarceration and after release from the facility to assist in the transition to community living. Transition activities include assistance with job searches, school re-enrollment, and locating community support services.
About the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF):

Established in 1999 by the Virginia General Assembly, the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation heads Virginia’s youth tobacco-use prevention efforts. VTSF (which is funded by money paid by the nation’s largest tobacco manufacturers through the Master Settlement Agreement (MSA) with state governments including Virginia’s) accomplishes its mission through funding for research, programs and enforcement.
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