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Smoking Can Make You Croak
VTSF marks back-to-school time with science-lab TV ad
RICHMOND — Feel thirsty? You might not after watching “Frog,” the latest public-service television ad from the Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation (VTSF).

In the spot, which was filmed at Varina High School in Henrico County, a parched teen who’s learning to dissect frogs in her high school biology class decides to chug-a-lug a large beaker of formaldehyde, with the dead amphibian still inside. 

“Cigarettes contain formaldehyde – the same stuff used to preserve dead frogs," the ad notes. (That fact and many others are available to teens at www.ydouthink.com, a VTSF Web site for Virginia youths.)
 It’s a timely reminder to Virginia’s youths that cigarettes contain more than 4,000 chemicals in addition to nicotine. And in national news recently it was revealed that nicotine levels have risen by 10 percent or more in cigarette brands popular with teens over the last six years.
The Virginia Tobacco Settlement Foundation will begin airing “Frog” on network TV channels statewide on Sept. 12. Aimed at Virginia teens, “Frog” is the third new anti-smoking television commercial produced by the VTSF in 2006. 
To watch the “Frog” ad and to download high-resolution screen shots, go to http://www.vtsf.org/commercial.asp. 
Creative work for “Frog” was done by Richmond-based Barber Martin Advertising, with postproduction video work by Park Group, also in Richmond. The VTSF’s three 2006 ads were shot in the Richmond area in May 2006.
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